ASCC Arts and Humanities 2 Subcommittee 
Approved Minutes
Wednesday, August 30th, 2023						  9:30 AM – 11:00 AM
CarmenZoom
Attendees:  Bitters, Diles, Neff, Paulsen, Podalsky, Smith, Steele, Vankeerbergen
Agenda
1) Welcome and introductions.
2) Approval of 5-11-23 minutes
a) Paulsen, Diles; unanimously approved.
3) History of Art 3010 (existing course with GEL Visual and Performing Arts & GEN Foundations: LVPA and REGD; requesting 100% DL delivery)
a) Contingency: The Subcommittee requests that the department include the Legacy General Education (GEL) goals and ELOs (as well as a short statement explaining how this course, in particular, meets those goals and ELOs) for the Visual and Performing Arts category, as History of Art 3010 may still be used by GEL students to fulfill that requirement. The goals and ELOs for all GEL categories can be found in an easy-to-copy/paste format on the Arts and Sciences Curriculum and Assessment Services website.  [Note: This omission should have been a part of the feedback given to the department when this course was reviewed for inclusion in the REGD category in 2021-22.  The ASCCAS office apologizes for this error and thanks the department for rectifying the discrepancy at this time.]
b) Recommendation: The Subcommittee recommends that the department use the most recent version of the Student Life Disability Services Statement (syllabus, pg. 13), which was updated to reflect the university’s new COVID-19 policies in August 2023.  The updated statement can be found in an easy-to-copy/paste format on the ASCCAS website. 
c) Recommendation: The Subcommittee recommends that the department include in the course calendar (syllabus pgs. 15-19) the approximate duration of videos and the page numbers for readings so that students have a better understanding of the course’s expected weekly workload.
d) Paulsen, Diles; unanimously approved with one contingency (in bold above) and two recommendations (in italics above).

4) History and Jewish Studies 3480 (new cross-listed courses) 
a) Recommendation: The Subcommittee suggests that the department include due dates for all assignments on the course calendar (syllabus pg. 6-10).
b) Recommendation: The Subcommittee recommends that the department include information about arranging for meetings with the instructor outside of the standard office hours.  Since attending office hours is an opportunity for students to improve their grade in the course (syllabus pg. 2 under “Attendance and Participation”), that opportunity should be available to all students regardless of their ability to attend regularly scheduled office hours.
c) Recommendation: The Subcommittee suggests that the department include the book Citizen Strangers: Palestinians and the Birth of Israel’s Liberal Settler State as a required text on pg. 2 of the syllabus under “Required Book[s]” and explain how students should procure this text, as it appears from the description of the Book Review assignment (syllabus pg. 2-3) that all students will be required to read and review this book.  
d) Recommendation: The Subcommittee recommends that the department use the most recent version of the Student Life Disability Services Statement (syllabus, pg. 5-6), which was updated to reflect the university’s new COVID-19 policies in August 2023.  The updated statement can be found in an easy-to-copy/paste format on the Arts and Sciences Curriculum and Assessment Services website. 

e) Recommendation: The Subcommittee recommends that the department use the most recent version of the Mental Health Statement (syllabus, pg. 6), as the name and phone number of the Suicide/Crisis hotline has changed.  The updated statement can be found in an easy-to-copy/paste format on the ASCCAS website. 
f) Paulsen, Diles; approved with five recommendations (in italics above).
5) Comparative Studies & Theatre 3130H (new cross-listed courses requesting GEN Theme Traditions, Cultures, and Transformations with Research and Creative Inquiry high Impact Practice)
a) Recommendation: The Subcommittee suggests that the departments correct the listing of the GEN Goals and ELOs for Traditions, Cultures, and Transformations.  Specifically, they ask that the department remove reference to the Lived Environments Theme, as this course is requesting to be a part of the Traditions, Cultures, and Transformations Theme (syllabus pg. 3 and pg. 8).   All the goals and ELOs for all GEN categories can be found on the Arts and Sciences Curriculum and Assessment Services website in an easy-to-copy/paste format.
b) Recommendation: The Subcommittee recommends that the departments remove or greatly reduce the detail in the chart found on pgs. 6-22 of the syllabus.  While the members of the Subcommittee appreciate the thorough work involved in creating this part of the document and acknowledge that what is contained here will be helpful for the Themes Subcommittee when they evaluate the course, they fear that this much detail may be overwhelming and confusing for students.
c) Recommendation: The Subcommittee suggests that the department include information in the syllabus about how students can arrange meetings with the instructor outside of the standard office hours, since attending office hours is mandatory in weeks 11-16 (Honors Rationale pg. 6 under “Attendance and Participation”).
d) Recommendation: The Subcommittee recommends that the departments remove the word “synchronous” from the description of the course’s Mode of Delivery (syllabus pg. 1), as the use of this particular term in the university environment implies that there is some type of online or distance learning component to the course. 
e) Recommendation: The Subcommittee recommends that the department use the most recent version of the Student Life Disability Services Statement (syllabus, pg. 29), which was updated to reflect the university’s new COVID-19 policies in August 2023.  The updated statement can be found in an easy-to-copy/paste format on the ASC CAS website. 
f) Comment: The Subcommittee observes that the departments’ rule about students being required (regardless of point values) to complete all papers and exams to pass the course (syllabus pg. 23) seems to indicate that missing even one of the 10 response papers will result in a student failing the class.  They bring this to the departments’ attention in case it was not their intention for this rule to apply to these small assignments.
g) Comment: The Subcommittee observes that there are two meetings per week – a 3-hour seminar and a 1-hour discussion.  Given that the course calendar indicates a  similar preparation workload for both sessions, the subcommittee notes that some explanation about how the two types of meetings will differ would be helpful for students.
h) Comment: The Subcommittee notes that on March 7th (erroneously typed as 3/17 on the course calendar, syllabus pg. 32) the students have both an exam and a project proposal due; they wish to bring this to the departments’ attention in case it was not their intention to have these coincide.
i) Paulsen, Diles; unanimously approved with five recommendations (in italics above) and 3 comments.

6) Music 3315 (course change, requesting change of credit hours from 3 to 2)
a) Contingency: The Subcommittee asks that the School of Music indicate on the syllabus how often and for how long the course meets so that they can ascertain the number of contact hours.
b) Recommendation: The Subcommittee suggests that the School of Music remove the Learning Outcome (syllabus pg. 2) that addresses anatomical structure, as the Course Change Request in curriculum.osu.edu indicates that the reason for the change in the number of credit hours is the removal of the vocal anatomy section of the course. 
c) Recommendation: The Subcommittee recommends that the School of Music alter the Grading Scale on pg. 3 of the syllabus to replace the failing grade of “F” with the grade of “E”, as the mark of “F” is not available to instructors at Ohio State. 
d) Recommendation: The Subcommittee recommends that the department use the most recent version of the Student Life Disability Services Statement (syllabus, pg. 5), which was updated to reflect the university’s new COVID-19 policies in August 2023.  The updated statement can be found in an easy-to-copy/paste format on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website. 

e) Recommendation: The Subcommittee recommends that the department use the most recent version of the Mental Health Statement (syllabus, pg. 5), as the name and phone number of the Suicide/Crisis hotline has changed.  The updated statement can be found in an easy-to-copy/paste format on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website. 
f) Paulsen, Diles; approved with one contingency (in bold above) and 4 recommendations (in italics above).
7) History of Art 4625H (course change; change to the course description and requesting GEN Foundation LVPA)
a) The Subcommittee wishes to commend the department for their excellent course on the nature and development of abstraction in visual art, and they would be delighted to see the department have robust enrollments in such a course.  However, the Subcommittee has determined that History of Art 4625H, as submitted, is too advanced for a GEN Foundations course.  In light of this determination, they suggest that the department do one of the following:
i) Resubmit HistArt 4625H under a new number at the 2000 or 3000 level, adjusting the topics, readings, and assignments accordingly so that the course provides a more introductory and foundational study of the visual arts.  Should the department choose this option, the subcommittee notes that Honors students in the College of Arts and Sciences are not required to take Honors courses in the GEN Foundations, so the department may want to carefully consider whether the “H” designation will be helpful for enrollments.
ii) Resubmit HistArt 4625H for a GEN Themes category (the subcommittee observes that the course may be particularly suited for the Traditions, Cultures, and Transformations category), making the any necessary alterations to align the topics, readings, and assignments with the goals and ELOs of the chosen category.  Should the department choose this option, the subcommittee notes that Honors Students in the College of Arts and Sciences are required to take their Themes courses as either “H” courses or 4000-level courses, so limiting enrollment in this course to Honors students by retaining the “H” designation may not be in the department’s best interest, and may deter non-Honors History of Art major/minor students from enrolling in the course.  
b) Should the department decide to resubmit the course, the Subcommittee asks that the department use the most recent version of the Student Life Disability Services Statement (syllabus, pg. 4), which was updated to reflect the university’s new COVID-19 policies in August 2023.  The updated statement can be found in an easy-to-copy/paste format on the Arts and Sciences Curriculum and Assessment Services website. 

c) Should the department decide to resubmit the course, the Subcommittee recommends that the department use the most recent version of the Mental Health Statement (syllabus, pg. 4), as the name and phone number of the suicide/crisis hotline has changed.  The updated statement can be found in an easy-to-copy/paste format on the ASCCAS website. 
d) No vote

